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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2016-492
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Bowman
Date of Introduction: July 26, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: PHS, R
Date of Analysis: July 28, 2016
Type of Action: Petition to U.S. Navy
Bill Summary: The bill petitions the U.S. Navy to designate Naval Station Mayport as the East Coast homeport for the new MQ-4C Triton unmanned aerial vehicle and directs the Legislative Services Division to send copies of the adopted resolution to the City’s Congressional delegation members and to the Navy’s Chief of Naval Operations.
Background Information: The MQ-4C Triton, produced by Northrop Grumman for the Navy’s Broad Area Maritime Surveillance program, is an unmanned, high altitude, long-range aircraft designed to provide real-time intelligence and surveillance capabilities over large ocean and coastal regions as an adjunct to the current P-8 Poseidon marine patrol manned aircraft. The system is in the testing phase and is planned to become initially operational in 2018 and fully operational by 2023. NAS Jacksonville has been designated by the Navy as the Triton operator training center for the East Coast. This bill urges the Navy to make Naval Station Mayport the Triton’s East Coast home port as well. The Navy is considering Mayport, NAS Key West, and NASA’s Wallops Island Flight Facility on the coast of Virginia as the potential East Coast home port for the Triton squadron. The resolution states that the home port for the Triton squadron would bring with it 400 Navy personnel and their families in addition to the 300 personnel already affiliated with the flight training center at NAS Jacksonville.
Policy Impact Area: Naval facility expansion
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined economic impact from the addition of 400 Navy personnel and their families to the area economy.
Analyst: Clements
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